
Comprehensive Guide to Political Party Registration in Nigeria
As Outlined in the INEC Guideline.

@PAACA_NG@PAACA_NG

PAACA
Peering Advocacy and 
Advancement Centre in Africa



FoundationalRequirements
LeadershipStructure 

Madantory core conditions must be met:
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(National Executive Committee - NEC)

The NEC must be federally representative, with members drawn from at least 24 states and the FCT.

Ethnic, religious, or regional references in the party name, slogan, or symbol

Symbols that resemble:• National Coat of Arms• Armed forces or paramilitary agencies• Traditional, ethnic, or religious emblems

Use of logos from deregistered political parties (within 5 years of deregistration)

Each NEC member must provide:• A valid proof of origin from their state (Indigene Certificate)• Valid contact details and identification
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Submission ofLetter of Intent INEC will:
containing:
• Proposed Party Name• Acronym (must be a maximum of 6 characters)• A color sketch of the intended symbol/logo

• Check the uniqueness of the name and acronym
• Evaluate the cultural, political, and legal neutrality of the proposed identity
• Determine if the request meets all criteria under the 1999 Constitution and Electoral Act

ProvisionalApproval Phase
INEC to assess the identity and symbol of 
the proposed party
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A written response either approval (with conditions)or rejection (with reasons provided)
Once approval is granted:
• INEC will reserve the party symbol for 30 days only
• The applicant must pay a non-refundable 

administrative fee (as prescribed by INEC)
• Failure to make payment within 30 days terminates 

the process entirely, and you must restart
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FormalApplication
Completion of Form EC15A(1)

This is the main registration stage. It begins after fee payment 
and requires a digital Access Code issued by INEC.

Mandatory Attachments
Applicants must upload and submit the following:
a. Party Constitution
b. Party Manifesto
c. Headquarters Verification

• Upload a notarized title deed or lease agreement showing that 
the party maintains a functional office in Abuja

d.NEC Register
• Include a certified list showing Full names and residential 

addresses,Valid identification numbers (PVC/International 
Passport), Contact phone numbers and emails

e. Include a certified list showing
f. Affidavit of Authenticity

• Sworn affidavit by either the National Chairman or National 
Secretary at the Federal High Court confirming the 
truthfulness of all submitted documents

All documents must be submitted within 30 days 
of paying the administrative fee
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INEC Multi-Level Verification Phase
Once the application is submitted,  INEC will conduct a 
rigorous 60-day verification process involving both 
document review and physical validation.

Document Authentication
• INEC will cross-check all files and signatures.
• The party’s constitution and manifesto will undergo legal vetting.

NEC members must appear in person for identity confirmation.
INEC will validate:
• ID documents
• State of origin via indigene certificates
• Contact details

Final check to ensure that the party’s proposed symbol:
INEC will validate:
• Does not resemble existing or deregistered party symbols
• Does not violate cultural, religious, or national sensitivities

• Office functionality
• Staff presence and infrastructure
• Whether the office truly exists and operates

Physical Office Inspection
INEC will pay an unannounced visit to the party’s 
Abuja headquarters to assess:

NEC MemberVetting Symbol Clearance
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